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Chairman’s Chat Feb 2010

This chat would have been written 20 minutes earlier if I had not put my glasses
down somewhere in the house. It must be a sign of old age creeping in. By the
time I went upstairs I had forgotten what I was up there for in the first place.
Anyway, moving swiftly on, last month’s read was good especially Phil Burton’s
run as course car on the Coppermines Grizedale Stages. Andrew Tennant had
the ride of his life in the Escort Mk II and what a brilliant write up he gave us. It
must be awesome to sit alongside somebody like Phil. Apparently Andrew is
now off the medication and is slowly getting back to a normal life. Phil’s times
unofficially recorded put him into a would be seventh place and I am sure that although Andrew did his
best on the notes, Phil on the second run did it purely on memory, fantastic.

Morecambe are very honoured to accept a beautiful Coupe des Alpes trophy from Maureen Parkes, wife
of the late Bobby. Before his death his wish was that we had something to remember him by, Bobby
achieved many heights in motorsport and winning this in 1960 must have given him great pleasure as it
does us upon receiving it. Bobby was always proud to be associated with MCC and at every opportunity
he encouraged people to join us. It will be called the Bobby Parkes Memorial trophy and will be pre-
sented to this year’s winner of the newly formed multi venue autotest organised by Adam Foxcroft.

Donations to MCC received at Bobby’s funeral were substantial enough for us to help a young up and
coming member to get one foot on the motorsport ladder. These funds will be topped up on an annual
basis to keep the fund going. On behalf of MCC may I thank you again Maureen.

This month’s guest is no other than our old friend Roger Whitaker, RAC scrutineer and a man who could
pedal a Saab very quickly in the 60’s. Graeme Proctor and I did a Rally in Wales in 67/68 when Roger
was with Vernon Schofield. The pair went off through some bushes and into a river bed. We were a cou-
ple of cars later and by the time we arrived the pair flagged us down, we tried to help but the car was that
far into the river that we just ran them to the nearest phone box to summons help. I am not sure but I
think that on that rally, Bob Lamb with Tony Mason were well into the top ten. If you read this Bob you
may remember some of it. (Happy New Year Bob, Hope everything is OK)

Tony North again did us proud when he came along once again in January (we really do appreciate it
Tony) to judge our photos. David Culley came out winner with a splendid WRC photo taking the trophy
from last year’s winner John Pinches. I thought I had the winner as so did everyone else, never mind
there’s always next year.

By the time you read all this drivel you may or may not have been to the club dinner if you haven’t 85
people will hopefully have enjoyed the wit of Jim Bowen thanks to the tireless efforts of our organisers
Hannah Corless and Adam Foxcroft.

Cheers

Bruce



1"#  I#
SN SN SN SR AN

% &



Autotest

1st Round
Sunday 7th February 2010
@
Lansil Way
Lansil Industrial Estate
Caton Road
Lancaster
Ring Ron Parker 01524 417769
Or
07791740492
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Kick Energy Acceleration TV Junior F1000 Championship 2009
Aaron McClure 5

This has been a very busy rallying year for me. 1 have competed in all 6 rounds of the Championship
and enjoyed every minute. The year started off with taking me taking the BARS test, the F1000 test
and also competing in 3 PCA’s to enable me to be eligible to get my license. We built my car at home
and had lots of help from my dad'’s friends. Once the car was ready and I was ready the first event
was Roskirk Stages in March held at Wigan 3 Sisters Circuit. This was the first ever event in the
country that allowed drivers age 14-17 to compete in a stage rally! 1 had been waiting for this since
being 12, now being 14 I couldn't wait to get started. It was a great achievement to us all that 11
drivers started and 11 drivers finished. During the next few months we have had test days, car
shows held by Kirkby Lonsdale Motor Club, my car was on the F1000 stand at Chatsworth Rally Show
in June and of course 5 more rounds of the Championship. These rounds have been in Anglesey, Caer-
went, Pembrey, Bltyon and Teeside, so lots of travelling around the country. Caerwent was not a good
event for me as I had a little off and managed to damage the front end of my car on the second stage
and that was the end of the day for me. 1 have vowed to go back next year and not let it beat me
again! The last two rallies of the season have been the best for me, 1 really enjoyed Blyton, the sur-
face was not all sealed and we got to drive the final 2 stages in the dark, I managed a 3™ fastest
stage time in the dark. The Teeside stages were at the Autodrome which was very very wet. It was
another great event for me and 1 feel that I have learned such a lot over the last 12 months, which
made these last two events a lot smoother and easier that earlier in the year. During the year more
drivers have joined the championship with there now being 17 registered drivers. 1 finshed 9" over-
all in the championship this year and 3™ in the age 14 category.

Next season the Championship is getting bigger with there being 12 rounds available, we have to
choose 9 events to start and then the best 7 scores count towards the championship. The first round
is the Roskirk Stages again in March. 1 am hoping to choose the events that are not 100% sealed sur-
face as this seems to suit my driving style a bit better and I enjoy the sideways action!

I have had a fanntastic co-driver in Trevor Smith, he started this year with the intention of helping
me to develop my driving skills and is now under the impression that I drive too fast for him as he is
not a good passenger and he prefers to be in the driving seat, he has decided to retire next year and
I would like to say a big thanks to him and all the members of the service crew and anyone who has
helped me.

Trevor decided to do the Greystoke Challenge (part of the RAC rally) in his mark I'l escort and asked
if 1 would like to change seats and co-drive for him. I jumped at the chance. We had a fantastic day
and I now have renewed respect for any co-driver as it is a really hard job. 1 used the tulip diagrams
provided and tried my best. We won this event and I received my first rallying trophy.

I have had some great support from the local rallying community and thank them all for everything
they have done to help me through this history making first year. Financial support has come from
Wild Cat Marine, KJ Gibbons and Kirkby Lonsdale Motor Club without this it would have been difficult
for me to compete on all the rounds.

The break in between the end of the season and the start of the next will enable us to take a look at
the car and prepare ready for an even better year.



Slideways to victory 6

lour days, 140 competitive miles over gravel-covered tracks in forests, 12 miles over the fabled slippery, and
now damp, leaf-covered tarmac of Oliver’s Mount (Scarborough), weather that included periods of Met office
‘severe weather warnings’ — gales and torrential rain ... then you have the mix that tested more than 67 of the
top rally crews and their cherished, hard driven cars from the 1970’s and early 80’s.

Last November’s Roger Albert Clark Rally (organised by Yorkshire’s De Lacy Motor Club) was the sixth run-
ning of this sensational event. Last Friday, top crews from as far-a-field as Belgium, and Sweden, along with

orecambe ar lub’s own Stuart Newby all assembled in the picturesque market town of Pickering for scruti-
neering and documentation before the evening start — which took crews into the darkness and daunting forest of
Langdale, plus two timed-to-the-second special stages around the Pickering Showground.

This event re-lives the halcyon days of the ‘old’ R.A.C. Rallies from the late 1960’s until the early 80’s — when
rally stars from, Sweden, Finland, France, Italy and the UK competed in a variety cars such as the Ford Escort,
Porsche’s, Lotus Cortina’s, Vauxhall Chevette’s, Opel Manta’s, Hillman Imp’s, Volvo’s, Saab’s and hoards of
the ubiquitous Mini’s — all 2-wheel drive (compared to current 4x4 supercars). Such a spectacle drew spectators
out in their thousands to follow the world’s stars around the country during the 5-day marathon of event — test-
ing man and machine against the elements. The ‘old’ R.A.C. was widely known as the UK’s largest spectator-
attended outdoor event, and featured prime time ‘live’ coverage on terrestrial T.V.

Today’s rally still achieves that magic with crews coming from Sweden - veteran World Rally driver - (and
original ‘Stig’) - Stig Blomqvist along with his professional co-driver — (and the owner of their Escort Mk2 car):
Ana Goni. Belgium’s Stefaan Stouf/Joris Erard were in a Ford Escort RS1600. From Ireland there was the
young (and incredibly quick and spectacular) Martin McCormack/Phil Clarke in another Escort RS this crew
have participated in close and fierce battles during the last couple of years on this event. Phil Burton — star of
last year after his battle with mechanical challenges, hadn’t entered this year’s event — preferring to join the
throngs of spectators, with his thoughts and plans looking towards next year’s event - Phil treating one of his
sponsors to a day out spectating on some of the special stages.

Having had weeks of car preparation and planning for the R.A.C., the local TEG-Sport entry was subject to a
late change of navigator/co-driver — Seb Marshall withdrawing at the eleventh hour, leaving Stuart and the team
to find a new occupant for the left-hand seat. However, the last minute panic turned out to be one of success —
new member of the team was to be the very experienced Andy Morgan (Wales) — the duo immediately being
on-the-pace — beating Stig Blomqvist on an early special stage! The first of the many forest stages was that in
Langdale Forest — in the darkness, with a severe battering from the elements to add to everyone’s discomfort —
however, the stalwart marshals were manning their locations deep in the forest and keeping organisers up-to-
date with times, tracking the cars and safety information. Action was a-plenty — previous year’s front-runners
David Stokes/Guy Weaver rolling their Escort RS1600 into the undergrowth on the very first bend, thankfully
not into retirement.

Saturday morning dawned with a change in the weather too —sunny periods and occasional blue skies saw the
route taking competitors to the only tarmac special stages on the rally — that being at Scarborough’s Oliver’s
Mount. The hundreds of spectators were treated to many thrills and spills — especially on the damp, leaf-strewn
downhill approach to the hairpin. From here the rally headed into Harwood Dale, then again into Langdale,
Shepherdshield and Chirdon Head prior to heading west to a service area at Carlisle Airport before two more
visits into the darkness and gravel tracks of Shepherdshield and Chirdon Head, followed by a welcome over-
night halt in Carlisle.

An early start on Sunday saw the crews heading north in storm-like conditions and flooded roads to the forest of
Ae (south-west Scotland) followed by a service break and two visits to nearby special stage at Heathhall. Crews
now headed towards Penrith and the forest of Greystoke — in pristine condition — thanks to its M-Sport owners
and also being a test venue for the Ford ‘works’ rally team. The TEG-Sport Escort had suffered a puncture some
6 miles before a stage finish, the crew electing to stop and minimise any possible collateral damage by changing
the offending item — with a loss of approximately 2 2 minutes. Another overnight halt in Carlisle was next on



the agenda for the tired crews, service teams and organisers.

Monday — final '4 day of the rally saw the TEG-Sport team, its support vehicles and all remaining crezx/s heading
into Keilder Forest — for the final batch of 5, rain-soaked special stages and a service area just over the dam. Stu-
art commenting “if it’s smiles per mile, then I’ve got sixty more of them”. However, at the very front of the
field it was Gwyndaf Evans (Machynlleth) and last years’ winning navigator John Millington (Wigton) — the duo
having led the rally from the start in their potent Viking Motorsport Escort Mk2. despite the end of the event
only being a few (competitive) miles away, the competition was still fierce between many of the crews — one
particular crew in a Porsche found themselves on a fast slide into a nearby ditch. The rear of the car made hard
contact with a hidden and substantial tree stump — which launched their car into the air, completing a 360 degree
aerobatic roll and landing on all four wheels. Apparently the navigator was completely unaware of their antics —
just thinking it was a rough patch of track! The crew continued to the finish albeit with substantial damage to the
rear of their Porsche.

It was a very happy Stuart Newby who drove his car onto the finish ramp at Carlisle Racecourse — successfully
keeping the pressure on (and car on the tracks) to reap awards for a fantastic 3™ overall and 1* in Class in the
‘Open’ section of the R.A.C. Rally. Members of M.C.C. and Pirelli supported Stuart and Andy’s car during the
4-day epic event.




CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 8
Off -road Championship regs are available,
with the first event being on Lansil Estate 97/
483 633 February 7th

Rally Championship SR's will soon be avail-

able with events starting early February
All enquiries and applications for registration

forms to
Graham Foxcroft, phone or text
07889 677027,
e-mail grahamfoxcroft@btinternet.com
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T-Shirts for the discerning motorsport enthusiast!
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www.tartanred.com

PEUGEDT + CITROEN
MOTORSPORT PREPARATION
]
R ErTE T e www.ladmotorsport.co.uk
Complete car builds, 205 Challenge engines
Bodyshell R rebullf from £850
Preparation, .
part builds. 106 Gti 1958hp
Rally Engine

Hips Collyir, 7 iwhis M08 Say #hir Dk
Winning Race and Rally

Preparation Service

Congratulations to Richard Brent 2008 BARC
Motorsport News saloon car champion
Complete Parts list for mail order
including Forged Pistons from £499
H Section conrods from £469
Modified Cylinder head for £450
Lightened and Balanced cranks and flywheels
| Now available for Peugeot 205 GTI 1950cc 8v engine, |
complete with carbs and Maniflow manifold. Ready to
_ run and producing over 200 Bhp £4700 ]
: With over 30 years experience in the Motorsport and Tuning business, lef us help
01524 6Z748 « 07740395056 - 07909928897 L.A.D MOTORSPORT, 6, BORROWDALE DUSINESS PARK,

onquires @ladmolorsport.co.uk WHITE GATE, MORECAMIBE, LA3 385

Atk Kiurr - 207 1.4 Pisrganal Foaosse Clsaomlen

We offer a full range of Petrgeot and
Citroen engines and Gearboxes
suppited far fast road fo race use

195 Bhp 1.6 8v Race Engine
200 Bhp 1.9 8 Rally Engine
240 Bhp 1.9 16v Race / Rally Engine

. e e, [
P dabndilndit 1]




Foxcroft Roofing and Building

078596 F fa27
Mo Obligaton Quotaton

Summer Offers!
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wWhilst the summer is here we are able
o offer some great deals on Property
rMMaimtainence and Upgrades,

You Pay what we Fayv! Mo RRP on
A materials.,

Febble Dashing & Pointng
Fitched and-Flat Roof Specialists
P Fascia &oGutterimg

Extensions & Lot Correersions

Crriveways and FPatios

2<4bhr Emergercy Call ot
for Leaks and Security

*

All wwork undertaken By Timesarved Qualified
Staft

G Ll 2 Brick and Blocklaywing
GV L3 Roof Tier And Slater
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Club Officers
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Editor's Note:




